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Statement of Significance

The Holtite Manufacturing Company, better known as the
Cat's Paw Rubber Company, located on the corner of Warner and
Ostend Streets in South Baltimore was once the largest firm
in the United States engaged exclusively in the manufacture
of rubber and composition heels and soles. Close to both the

railroad and harbor, the company easily imported raw rubber

from the Far East and shipped its product nationwide. Although

now manufactured by the American Bilt-Rite Corporation, Cat's

Paw, the brand name of Holtite's soles and heels is still a

familar trade-mark in shoe repair shops throughout North Ameri-

ca and Europe. The "Get a Grip on Yourself" products have made

this former Baltimore company familar to thousands of she wear-

ers.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cat's Paw Rubber Factory is two buildings on the corner
of Warner and Ostend Streets in South Baltimore. The older
original building is at the northern end of the complex, the
newer one at the south.

The East Facade of the old building is of a heavy timber
frame, four stories high and seven bays wide. The roof is
flat and there is a corbled brick cornice. The top two floors
are empty. The new building is three stories high and eight
bays high with two loading docks onto the street. It is used
for storage.

The North Facade is fourteen bays wide altogether. The older
section is four bays wide and four stories high, with a door at
one end. In the newer section the original 9/9 paired sash
windows have been replaced, and there is a fire escape. The
far right section of the north facade is the latest addition, a
long low storage building with a garage door.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Holtite Manufacturing Company, better known as the
Cat's Paw Rubber Company, located on the corner of Warner and
Ostend Streets in South Baltimore was once the largest firm
in the United States engaged exclusively in the manufacture
of rubber and composition heels and soles. C(Close to both the
railroad and harbor, the company easily imported raw rubber
from the Far East and shipped its product nationwide. Although
now manufactured by the American Bilt-Rite Corporation, Cat's
Paw, the brand name of Holtite's soles and heels 1s still a
familar trade-mark in shoe repair shops throughout North Ameri-
ca and Europe. The "Get a Grip on Yourself'" products have made
this former Baltimore company familar to thousands of shoe wear-
ers.

Historical Significance:

In 1918, two Baltimoreans, Albert Esterson and Morris Eisen
bought the '"Cat's Paw" trademark from the Walpole Rubber Company
and began operation at the corner of Warner and Ostend Streets
in the southern section of the city. Although the company be-
gan as a small operation in a single 50' x 100' abandoned ware-
house, the demand for rubber heels and soles was so great that
the firm rapidly expanded to include several adjacent rowhouses,
warehouses and the property of the Reihle Showcase Manufactur-
ers across the street. Holtite provided "Cat's Paw'" soles and
heels not only to local shoe repair stores and manufacturers such
as Hess Bootery but also on a national basis.

Ironically, the Cat's Paw Rubber Company, as Holtite was known
in Baltimore, underwent its greatest period of expansion during
the 1930's as a result of greater consumer demand to resole soles.
The company opened a Canadian factory in Drumondsville -Quebec

and in 1934 diversified the Warner Street plant to include pro-

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY cont'd
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Interview with Paul J. Fineman, past president of Holtite Mfg. C
Power Pictoral, no. 55 (June, 1946), pp. 14-16
Query file, Md Room, Enoch Pratt Free Library
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duction of a combination metal plate /rubber heel. This partic-
ular heel, the "2 in 1 Stratewalk", was patented by the firm in
1936.

Shortly after, the company again enlarged its Baltimore opera-
tion. This included a new warehouse, the installation of a Poan-
berry mixer and variable speed mill to mix raw materials and the
construction of an electric substation with three-phase convert-
ers. In the early 1940's, the company added a new compressor
building, mill and 2nd story addition to the central wing of the
main building. Final alterations to the factory included the
installation of a cooling system, with water and air pipes in 1955.

The Cat's Paw Rubber Company was the country's largest produc-
er of rubber soles and shoes throughout the early twentieth cen-
tury. Rubber was shipped to Baltimore from the Far East and
brought to the plant via the railroad. The raw materials, rubber
and oils, were then mixed in large batches in a mill where it was
worked and rolled to proper thickness and consistency. The rub-
ber then underwent a second mixing in a smaller mill before being
passed through the stamping press. Stamped out soles were later
cured under heat and pressure. Holtite's market expanded over the
years to include parts of Europe, South America, the Phillipines,
as well as North America.

In 1967, the American Bilt-rite Rubber Company of Chelsea, Mas-
sachusetts bought the Holtite Manufacturing Company, better known
as the Cat's Paw Rubber Company. For six years the factory con-
tinued to produce heels and soles under the Cat's Paw trademark.

In 1973, the factory was bought by the Maryland Cup Corporation
which presently uses the buildings for making foam drinking cups.
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Significance The Holtite Mfg. Co., better known as the Cat's Paw Rubber Co., located on the corner of Warner and
Ostend Streets in SouthcBaltimore was once the largest firm in the United States engaged exclusively in the manufacture
of rubber and composition heels and soles. Close to both the railroad and harbor, the company easily imported raw
rubber from the Far East and shipped its product nationwide. Although now manufactured by the American Bilt=Rite
Corporation, Cat's Paw, the brand name of Holtite's soles and heels, is still a familiar trademark in shoe repair
shops throughout North America and Europe. The "Get a Grip on Yourself' products have made this former Baltimore

REFERENCES (CONTINUED)

ABSTRACT

HATE N T YEGH At WETEELEH‘X CONTEMP PHOTO HIST PHOTO CONTEMP DAW HIST DAWG COLOR PLAT PHOTOGRAM _ SW ]

ENNEEN B BEE B HE HEEE BEEE BEEE BN




e

& rrAt W

/8 r4920 “yssae

Ho l+ite Mo
n.s.6.$. 1S Bakk

k359730434 ¢sHO

-
a.B. 140

Ed
(BALTIMORE WEST) SHawaN- s &

| LAUREL 20 mi
5662 | Sw

LrrepERICK 45 &
|F".NE ORCHAR

TRIET T N 40

E.Qued

4347

4 L mu
2] =N
c 53
‘w

A

ﬁ@“ﬁ

i T~ d-21° 24
TINN ..-.'_'"
LI_:‘ al
w]".
= /f
B

N2
e

© l_:g_‘
NcE

Cliftqn
Jr Hu:,‘\

ST RGN 1B iy A

‘3‘-
n._l_-q_
N
| P3|
e -
_,'_'_..'__‘
=

/) w] a8 ﬂL ';1 o | % *'.1":%; .1_
2 | | ""lrm ) A l[ l ')_J:_l'_:]:!l\:‘ 1
-E R i Jlﬁiil_ali_\lﬁjl Al

nu kil Pkl L J )

N

&

\ - er uwlh
i 4 LT

i \I u L\‘

1l Ill""" : M ’I X : " i I
el ..': ‘ T~ TFegeral M
y i T | |1i I
/ / |

A \ﬁlt‘\\ b\ L

Gl |
30 - I | 'F; r_uga}} l-i/\J (\ﬁpf gl

e o ‘1"\ s
iEomrs B ﬂc" | dl%“““%mx\\ 5 ij“ Egﬁ.?

=1° \ll!Eﬂ\iﬁ\a\___\\.\g«%s i

%< jtT,;
ﬂ i1 ,. |[L1 (5 J‘

P e A\ \:51'”1 :]E)?! ny Eﬂ _.-.;'-ﬁ
|
I
|

1 \'z i 5 ‘_\. '-1 !tl || - i
\\ \‘I- ‘I} \Qgt JY I ”L !{j[‘;‘:‘l‘]\l lflll 3;(
VAL e

) [T b

{1

A

1l‘mlulllu ﬂ a4 h 1 M| ¢
“ hill“u,h [ "|

| |
N |
l'l-!. | I. !
I:.;ﬂ ||I |;. || i I 4 i
1 r!:Th 3l \ III '
il ._ll_- - " A iy I
| T N Tl l |
Ml h l 51'11J i hl lll I
i ]
1 Ll]n,’,lthlﬁworsrde t g
| ] [ S¢h | < { /
8, i iy Ei ) Parks T || |I | ’ el
4. .1‘] u' e ] Rm,r 1(!9 Yar?@..‘- g
...l'l =) ] e vl L4
: :["“1-’1.“"“ - ‘\\: o ‘.’.."' 1
(om IR gy & 0 S )
| wann -l 1
r Park 'l-ﬁfj:é.'-]‘
WEbfLJLN “han ruAt\'f” ,
:""

o {“: if plun\

ardl « o



CA‘T 'S PAW RUBBER (..U,IN(., _
BALTIMORE,MD. ' @=U|0
CONFIDENTIAL | SCALE 1 INCH*50 FEET - ;

FACTORY INSURANCE ASSOCIATION
EASTERN REGIONAL OFFICE
HARTFORD, CONN.

DECEMBER 20,1950

y 4 - — .:’J
4 PROPERTY OF [Sto, £y Y
HOLTITE =rite = e ¥ :
% ] Mra Co. || 0 ! .
PROPERTY OF HOLTITE = 2}~ : } : al
MFG, Co, : 2 O Pup;ﬁ_ . 1STGE. WAREHDU SE ; D.vw ELLINGS
A.S. ] = | NOPPing | TRUCKING C—O?
. | L 3 Ste. : 25t0 _|B-25Ve. ~ : — -
e = e - e —~—— i . TS it gy bt a ~ e e e B e e 73 — e dialilis
6. = * T . —— == — - —_— e — e - - T
2 DCorr | W ARNER STREETY - |
I Black — 7 w L o ~m0@ "hCcr- wo|
oS (vuwge e N \
o 2o = W a N. © !
e = = i ¥ uvﬁlﬂ : + = T LB - Cone Bioek i s o |
- i l ' OfFFiCE Mrzz > : "~ w3
Vi ! . T 1 | . v = 1
e} = ..—ﬁr e~ 50 B oowAR. ¥ i d”—‘l oA NOIO b : w o
A TR - ot 94 ¢ o [ MOTOR
5 AR P 3 Sla, $8-8-. — - = . Spival Conveyor T o . FRE (GHT
Y Fouk 'LJI e | I #* 7-37d B - ‘J? e ; WHSE & i h S
: i: 2 Reaet B “f;r,,j ‘I.F.g-q;‘u B \ thlazs ; g ’ e
! = o VWO g i = woor Floe st =
o | L ol 1 : .__E.‘H it . -Iie
b e o b z (- P 5 M2 _Z,ell g |
o X .l Z o Wl e © i B 2 3 0
= g & T o NO.| z NO 6 fNO & . ’.g NO.7 FD. ]'? 7
| ‘j{ -r i \3 ") - .z . = = L » 10 3nd L;;,un,l w
02 - (=] " Jwi £
Lo Syl - < ‘ Main ‘:.nm\m."\ls < 8o Jlas aiey e t M.'ig
co i, Z, = 50"+ 23 7] HerieyorOoening k I I : J—g?{s;
oz s ey i) z|'s ? ¥ > ENLARGFD
) ] v 2 <5 l 2ste siac 3| ,_ 37 % 187 8.5 JKJCHA
.. j! = Y 3'&_ | :'1 n— *—_ — 4 ' c‘“\vt‘or fl‘l‘.c 7
N ws © | o ‘ isva  Slag \ ’ O 4 *iQ
= g = C 306G
=T 0 o [ f‘_ | : NO.4 Acphadr 4o ';'.-
mpel £=1 & | : w & e ? Fanw 207 =3t 'IINOBI| 3 Rockwood 2188 w Auvro ReP.
~ 7] 39 ! ! L1 0 r S Al goren < Dry Brpe Valve |
1 f,‘{: *1'_ Z | -+ ; - . “T 2as ag .yt - = - {rr_‘_ Mon'*‘g;rﬂ!"_a;s'a i ;
! L8 ¥ & " . ! S i
L sebv | ® 3 J I3ve ™5  Slag [Bis4e g2 Ste Sia 3 s - 11 R i
1 ‘:*’.',_ - v W * i D 5 QVER FIOW X
{{_E “:: CHINA | STREET (;mhnmh'lh\
ﬁ_- | AR S S Smh
1 Cone = L3
'.—\_Fv 0 = - - 5
= I* : R
¥
3 2 *; —".ﬂ I \tgo!ﬂtlarl d_'i ¥
T 5 }I. { o o vet l z :
F r - o - . o e ah | E‘el.. 2
{ (5[2 <0 e | ' ¥ 2 3
= fo <+ Z “le e | 2l w













L f_}_dfl./\ AT

.[{ C/\ C)_'..:,




